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Railroad, one of the most important avenues of com-
munication between Washington and the West, had
been dispersed and routed; and a convention coin-
posed of delegates from all the loyal counties of the
State met at Wheeling on the llth, and, repudiating
the doings of the convention which had at Richmond
in the previous month declared the State out of the
Union, undertook to reorganize the State Govern-
ment. The ultimate result of this movement wan
the establishment of the new State of Wcist Virginia,
now a member of the Union.

The Richmond Government, however, made one
more trial to preserve its authority, and several
thousand troops, under Generals Wise and Garnett
were sent to occupy the country. But tho Union
forces, under General McCIellun, afterwards HO well
known as the commander of the Army of the
Potomac, marched promptly against them, and in a
brief and brilliant campaign they were totally de-
feated at Rich Mountain and Carriole's Ford on the
llth and 18th of July, with great loss in killed,
wounded, and prisoners. This settled forever the
fate of "West Virginia. It is true that the Confeder-
ates in the ensuing autumn made a tolerably vigor-
ous effort to retain their hold in the Kanawha Val-
ley, but they were wholly inmucceBsful; and, in
November, they were compelled to evacuate the en-
tire region, and to resign all hopes of ever bringing
West Virginia into line with the Southern Confeder-
acy.

It only remain** for UB to consider the situation in.-
eastern Virginia and in the Shenandoah Valley*